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and performers. Students from Caldwell,
Christian, Trigg and Todd Counties of Ken-
tucky were nominated based on their aca-
demic performance in seven disciplines:
English, foreign language, journalism, mathe-
matics, science, social studies and the cre-
ative and performing arts. The students are
judged on their core academic score, the cur-
riculum of the student, their grade point aver-
age, academic honors earned, unique accom-
plishments and achievements, extracurricular
activities (both community based and school-
related), employment history, and an auto-
biographical essay.

Mr. Speaker, education is the foundation
upon which we reach our human potential.
Students in my District are developing their
talents, furthering their education and pursuing
their aspirations in life through programs like
the Academic All-Star program. Encourage-
ment and recognition develop confidence and
achievement among young Americans—the
future leaders of our country.

The following students have been nomi-
nated for their academic excellence:

J. D. Quin, Princeton; Frank Armstrong,
Hopkinsville; Rebekah Woodall, Cadiz; Josh
Covington, Hopkinsville; Jason Musser, Elkton;
Elizabeth Hostilo, Hopkinsville; Jordan Judy,
Trenton; Dana Davis, Gracey; Ethan
Thomasson, Cadiz; Lewis Jones, Princeton;
James Yoakum, Hopkinsville; Sarah Phaup,
Madisonville; Melinda Orten, Hopkinsville;
Hannah Cummins, Fredonia; Rachel Jaggers,
Cadiz; Kelsie Nabb, Guthrie.

David Harper, Hopkinsville; Patrick Arm-
strong, Hopkinsville; Louis Clayton, Hopkins-
ville;, Emmy Lou Kacer, Hopkinsville; Gwen
Son, Princeton; Tavia Green, Hopkinsville;
Kimberly Fennell, Cadiz; Craig Richardson,
Hopkinsville; Jennifer Belcher, Hopkinsville;
Jessica Mizwa, Elkton; Jonetta Tabor, Elkton;
Jeremy Wells, Hopkinsville; Jackie Shiue,
Hopkinsville; Emmy Lou Kacer, Hopkinsville;
Stuart Cook, Cadiz; Jeffrey Kellow, Hopkins-
ville.

Kevin Oliver, Princeton; Katharine Pettit,
Lewisburg; Tanner Parrent, Hopkinsville; Ben
Gray, Cadiz; Hunter Ray, Hopkinsville; Cayce

East, Hopkinsville; Ashley Crick, Crofton;
Cayce Higgins, Hopkinsville; Rose Heflin,
Elkton Menyon; Cayce East, Hopkinsville;

Brian Belva, Hopkinsville; Elizabeth Dearing,
Princeton; Patience Manos, Cadiz; Angela
Latimer, Hopkinsville.

Mr. Speaker, these students embody the
spirit, commitment and sacrifice that we all
should strive for in our daily lives. | am proud
to represent them in my District. | extend my
thanks to these students for their efforts, and
| am proud to bring their accomplishments to
the attention of this House.

———

CONGRATULATING JOHN
BRADFORD

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker | rise today to
recognize and congratulate an exceptional stu-
dent from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. John
Bradford has been named the male middle
school student of the year by the Pennsyl-
vania Middle School Association. John is cur-
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rently a seventh-grader at Chambersburg Area
Middle School, a member of the student coun-
cil, and involved in numerous projects to help
better his community.

Last year, John was instrumental in a cam-
paign to raise money for the Ronald McDonald
House. He organized an effort to raise $360
by collecting aluminum can tabs at his school.
Through his involvement in student govern-
ment, John has also been involved in other
charity related projects such as Coats for Kids,
raising money for Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing, and a food drive that sent 4,000 canned
goods to the Salvation Army. He is most re-
cently working on gathering other middle
school students to join him in participating in
a walk-a-thon for the March of Dimes.

John has already accumulated an impres-
sive list of accomplishments and has dem-
onstrated a true desire to help better his com-
munity. | encourage him to continue volun-
teering and helping so many worthy charities.
Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join me
in congratulating John Bradford for earning
recognition as an exceptional individual by
being named the male middle school student
of the year in Pennsylvania. | am very proud
to have such a tremendous individual in my
district, and | wish him the best of luck in all
his future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. SUNIL “SUNNY”’
AGHI

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sorrow that | rise on the House floor to mourn
the passing of one of the Indian American
community’'s most exemplary leaders, Mr.
Sunil “Sunny” Aghi. Although we will be at a
great loss with his passing and it is difficult to
express in words the grief of his family and all
those who knew him, | would like to offer this
tribute as a celebration of his many accom-
plishments during his short life.

“Sunny” was a man who stood for the
honor and responsibility that comes along with
American citizenship. Among his accomplish-
ments was the creation of the Indo-American
Political Foundation, a group dedicated to en-
suring that Indian Americans were active in
their communities and their government.

Beyond his numerous personal efforts to
provide food and clothing for local charities,
and raising money for scholarships to allow
struggling families to send their children to col-
lege, Sunil's foundation sought to educate In-
dian Americans about what it means to be a
part of their government and how it allows
them to be proud of their citizenship in this
great country.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have called
Sunil Aghl a friend and | am eternally grateful
to have called him a partner in the fight to
bring government to the people and people to
their government. |, for one, am humbled by
his accomplishments and can only hope that
his message of strong involvement in govern-
ment, pride in our country, and concern for his
fellow Americans will live on in all those he
has touched.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | hope “Sunny”
is remembered for all he has done and all that
he has stood for throughout his short time.
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HONORING 182 YEARS OF FREE-
DOM AND DEMOCRACY IN
GREECE

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
one of America’s greatest allies and inspiration
for our freedom, liberty, and most importantly,
our democratic system of government—
Greece.

Today marks the 182nd anniversary of
Greek independence. Greek-Americans in my
district of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and
throughout the United States will celebrate this
milestone and continue their rich tradition of
philanthropy, civic duty, and education. In-
deed, there are more than 3 million Greek-
Americans in our country providing America
with professors, engineers, scientists, artists,
athletes, and politicians. Greek culture and
heritage touch nearly every aspect of Amer-
ican life.

Greek Independence Day marks the revival
of democracy in the place that gave birth to its
principles, and many of the political, artistic
and social innovations of Greece were the
source of some of America’'s greatest treas-
ures, including the rugged individualism de-
scribed in Homer's poetry or the political phi-
losophies of Aristotle.

In these days of war and terrorism, Greece
remains a steadfast and stable ally of the
United States in a region of the world that is
marked by turbulence and violence. Following
the attacks on America on September 11th,
Greece was one of the very first countries to
express solidarity with the United States.
Since this time, Greece has made outstanding
contributions to the global war against ter-
rorism, including military support for Operation
Enduring Freedom, humanitarian assistance
for Afghanistan, and participation in the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force in Afghani-
stan.

My Speaker, Greek-Americans should be
proud of their rich and long heritage of service
to their fellow humans, both domestically and
abroad. | strongly applaud Greek-American
commitment to family, community, and Amer-
ica, and hope all Americans join with Greece
and her sons and daughters to celebrate 182
years of freedom, democracy, and friendship.

OREGON OPTION

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, my state of Oregon is
one of nine states nationwide that currently
operates its welfare program under a federal
waiver. In Oregon the program is known as
the “Oregon Option,” and in the past six
years, it has seen caseload reduction rates
above the national average.

Our innovative, state designed program al-
lows Oregon the flexibility to consider individ-
uals on a case-by-case basis.

Some folks simply need a little job training
or job search skills and they are ready to tran-
sition back into the workforce. On the other
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hand, others need extensive drug and alcohol
treatments, or basic education, before they are
able to hold down a job.

This combination of basic rehabilitative serv-
ices to the most needy, and more education
and job training activities for others, has
proved a great success.

Unfortunately, Oregon’'s federal welfare
waiver expires this year. If Oregon is forced to
change its program to fit the guidelines laid
out in the recently passed TANF reauthoriza-
tion bill (H.R. 4), the result will be high cost
and great disruption to a program that has
been heralded as a success.

This simply does not make common sense.

The legislation | am introducing today would
extend existing, or recently expired, welfare
waivers through fiscal year 2008.

Successful states, like Oregon, should be
allowed the ability to continue their federal
waivers, for as long as they have successful
programs.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
THOMASVILLE BULLDOGS!

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the Thomasville
High School Bulldogs have long been known
for their winning football tradition, but with the
dawning of the 21st Century, the Bulldogs are
distinguishing themselves as a force on the
basketball court as well. On March 15, 2003,
both the men’s and women'’s basketball teams
of Thomasville High School captured the North
Carolina state 1A basketball championship.

The Bulldog women’s team became the first
team in the school's distinguished history to
win back-to-back championships after com-
pleting an impressive 32—0 season. Congratu-
lations to Head Coach Eric Rader, Assistant
Coaches Sara Larrick and Phil Apple, Man-
agers Byron Lattimore, Patrick Jackson, and
Andrew Oakley, and each member of the
team. Best wishes to Impris Manning (11),
Maya Ray (12), Brittanny Marsh (14),
Lavonnda Harriott (21), Tyronnica Alford (23),
Tameka Thomas (32), Kendra Rutledge (34),
Shay Harris (40), Charnette Davis (41), Tiffany
Carroll (42), Tasha Dallas (50), and Erin
Crowder (33). Miss Crowder performed espe-
cially well, obtaining MVP honors for the sec-
ond time.

The Thomasville men’s basketball team also
performed well, finishing their season with a
record of 29-2 before winning the state title.
We congratulate Bryan Shore (10), John Ben-
jamin (12), Adam Oakley (20), Cord Thomas
(21), Rasheid Brock (22), Junior Thome (23),
A.J. Banks (30), Roy Peake (32), Alan Jeffries
(33), Josh Sweitzer (34), Jeremy Mills (42),
Terranza Stephenson (44), Patrick Henderson
(50), and Brandon Setzer (51). Mr. Setzer ob-
tained MVP honors for the men’s team. Ath-
letic Director/Head Coach Woody Honeycutt
and Assistant Coach Lacardo Means also de-
serve congratulations for their leadership in
coaching this team to victory.

The Sixth District would like to extend its
congratulations to the Principal, Dr. Mike
Allred, the students, faculty, and families at
Thomasville High School. Best of luck to the
Bulldogs for another successful season next
year.
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SALUTE TO GREEK
INDEPENDENCE

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit the following statement onto the floor in
support of celebrating March 25, 2003, as
Greek Independence Day. The ancient Greeks
developed the concept of democracy, in which
the supreme power to govern was vested in
the people. The Founding Fathers of the
United States drew heavily on the political ex-
perience and philosophy of ancient Greece in
forming our representative democracy.

Greece is 1 of only 3 nations in the world,
beyond the former British Empire, that has
been allied with the United States in every
major international conflict in the twentieth
century. Greece played a major role in the
World War Il struggle to protect freedom and
democracy through such bravery as was
shown in the historic Battle of Crete and in
Greece presenting the Axis land war with its
first major setback, which set off a chain of
events that significantly affected the outcome
of World War 1.

Greece and the United States are at the
forefront of the effort for freedom, democracy,
peace, stability, and human rights. Those and
other ideals have forged a close bond be-
tween our 2 nations and their peoples.

March 25, 2003, marks the 182nd anniver-
sary of the beginning of the revolution that
freed the Greek people from the Ottoman Em-
pire and it is proper and desirable to celebrate
with the Greek people and to reaffirm the
democratic principles from which our 2 great
nations were born.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND AP-
PRECIATION FOR THE PRESI-
DENT AND MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING
IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM

SPEECH OF

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 2003

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, tonight the
invasion of Iraq has begun. Overwhelmingly, it
is the men and women of the American mili-
tary who are carrying out this operation. That's
why, although nobody can predict the twists
and turns this war will take, | have no doubt
that our troops will ultimately prevail. They are
the best trained, equipped, and motivated sol-
diers the world has ever seen. They make us
proud even in peacetime. And they will do so
again in this conflict.

So it is right that the U.S. Congress should
come together to express the Nation’s respect
and gratitude. And this resolution is a good
first step. But it is only a beginning. We must
follow up these flattering words with concrete
measures of support for our troops, and for
those veterans who served before them.

Let me be clear: | oppose this war. | voted
against the Congressional authorization to use
military force. | would prefer that our fellow
citizens in the military were not risking their
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lives in this invasion tonight. But now that it is
underway, there should be no doubt in any-
one’s mind that the U.S. armed forces have
our full and sustained support.

Within the Congress and across our Nation,
we still have profound disagreements over the
rationale for this pre-emptive strike. For my
part, as a member of the International Rela-
tions Committee, | have been thoroughly dis-
mayed at the handling of the buildup to this
war. | believe it is particularly misleading to
argue that this assault is part of the fully justi-
fied and necessary response to the savagery
of al Qaeda. | strongly object to language in
this resolution that does exactly that.

This is not to say that | oppose liberating
the Iraqi people or ending the brutality of the
Iragi regime. Saddam Hussein is a ruthless
dictator who has visited unspeakable horror on
Iragis and their neighbors. And | find myself
concurring with those in the Administration
who believe that this could be exactly the kind
of radical strategy that could shock the Middle
East into real change. But the way that the
Administration so thoroughly assaulted the
structures of world order in its rush to war
could make our coming victory in Iraq a Pyr-
rhic one.

The White House attitude has isolated our
nation from the rest of the world more thor-
oughly than at any time in recent history. It
has alienated some of our closest allies, seri-
ously damaged the United Nations and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and poten-
tially undermined the international order that
the United States worked so hard to establish
after World War II.

Either the Administration does not realize, or
else it refuses to accept, that we need that
international order. It is precisely because of
this global cooperation that we have been so
successful in the war against al Qaeda. Since
for the most part, that is not a war in the tradi-
tional sense. It is one waged in the shadows,
through intelligence agencies, special forces
operations, and old-fashioned police work.
Due to the sheer obscenity of the September
11 attacks, and the threat to the international
order that this organization represents, most of
the world welcomed the chance to assist us in
fighting al Qaeda. And the help of many na-
tions—yes, even that of France—has made a
great contribution to our efforts against the ter-
rorists.

But the Administration’s belligerent swagger
into war with Irag has squandered that good-
will. Its ever-changing rationales for this ac-
tion—particularly its assertion of direct links
between Saddam and al Qaeda, which our
own CIA refuses to corroborate—have under-
mined our credibility. Its refusal to estimate the
cost of the invasion and subsequent occupa-
tion has stripped the budget resolution the
House considered tonight of any connection to
reality. Its abandonment of our veterans calls
into question our long-term commitment to our
serving military. Its penchant for secrecy and
intolerance for dissent feeds conspiracy theo-
ries about our true intentions. And its assump-
tion that might makes right sends a terrifying
signal to a world that only recently had begun
to embrace the traditional American view that
legitimacy is derived from democracy and the
rule of law. Although | am certain that our mili-
tary will win the war in Iraq, | am greatly con-
cerned that the Administration will lose the
peace.
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